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COURT # 330 ANNIVERSARIES AND BIRTHDAYS

Member Anniversaries

Clergy and Member Birthdays

WWW.CDA 330.ORG

Dinner Committees

January
 2002 – Dola Mehsling
 2002 – Mariann Hilderbrand
 2003 – Irene Schlautman
 2003 – Sheila Graham

January
 12th – Joan Von TerschCrampton
 19th – Deacon Monty Montagne
 25th – Dawn Cox
 29th - Dola Mehsling
 29th - Kay White

January
 No Meeting – Happy New
Year

February
 2015 – Donna Leick
 2016 – Mary Carroll
 2017 – Pat Cox

February
 8th – Elaine Fenner
 9th – Mona Schlautman
 15th – Mary Martin
 17th – Deacon Emmet Tinley
 17th – Josephine Goeser
 21st – Deacon Darwin Kruse
 26th – Mary Sue Wickham

February
 Donna Collins
 Angie Shea
 Judy Lookabill
 Brenda Dresen

March
 1999 – Judy Mendel
 2017 – Elaine Fenner

March
 29th – Mary Alice Wickham

March
 Education Contest – All
Members

Pag e |3

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

SHARON ORTON MEMBER SINCE 12-07-17
Written by Carol Hollenbeck Web Manager

Born Sharon Ann Fabiszak in Chicago’s St. Joseph’s Hospital. Her father was a truck
driver, delivering laundry and later furniture for Marshall Fields. Her mother worked as
a night auditor so she could be with her children during the day. Until the age of eight,
Sharon grew up in a section of Chicago named Bucktown. Her mother had seven
brothers and sisters and her father had one brother. She was raised in a large extended
Polish family, who shared great times together. Her paternal grandfather came to
America in 1904 at the age four from Poland. That grandfather acquired three
apartment buildings in Chicago. Sharon and her brother Robert Phillip and sister Carol
Lynn lived with her parents in one of those buildings. She remembers “shoveling coal
into the furnace to help keep residents warm.”

By 7th and 8th Grade her parents sent her to a Catholic school called Our Lady Help of Christians. She also attended an
all-girls Catholic High School named Notre Dame for Girls. It took her two city bus rides across town to reach her High
School each day. By age 18 her family had moved to a new home in the Arlington Heights suburb of Chicago. Sharon
has held two jobs for 35 years. One of those jobs was waitressing at a fancy Greek Restaurant in Chicago called
Northfield. While employed there she waited on “some NFL players and other famous people.” She said that she
enjoyed working there.

Due to her Polish upbringing Sharon has mastered many special recipes such as her Stuffed Cabbage Rolls, Beet soup,
Kiszka (Blood sausage), Polish sausage, Potato Pancakes, Polish Rye Bread and Paczkis (a Bismark type pastry.) Of
course, the Kolaches, filled with strawberry, apricot, raspberry, prune and poppy seed were made from scratch,
“always with lots of butter.” They are “much thinner than what you will find in a grocery store bakery.” Arthritis in her
hands keeps her from doing as much with the rolling pin as she used to, so Perogies from scratch and other recipes
have been cut back.

Sharon raised two daughters, one of whom (Sabrina), currently lives in a suburb of Chicago. Her other daughter,
Sheryl † is deceased and Sharon has adopted her two daughters. In 2001 Sharon was hired by ConAgra in Chicago and
had occasion to visit the Omaha/Council Bluffs area on business, so she was familiar with the two cities. ConAgra was
relocating to Omaha and Sharon had a good position there as a freight claims specialist. So, in 2005 she chose to move
here to make a good life for her two adopted granddaughters, Stephanie (age 5) and Ashley (1 ½ years old.) Altogether
she has 7 grandchildren and one great granddaughter, Cali, who is in Kindergarten here in town.
Since her move to our area Sharon has been a member of St. Patrick’s, Holy Family and now attends the Our Lady of
Carter Lake site. She sings soprano in the choirs and is a Cantor at times. She is a Eucharistic Minister and she just
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completed two terms (3 years each) on the Corpus Christi Parish Board. She used to make Rosaries with the Corpus
Christi Rosary makers. Another hobby is crocheting and sewing. She spent “a lot of years decorating ice skating
costumes for Stephanie and taking her to practices and performances.”
Sharon has volunteered at Birthright, two or three Saturdays a month since 2009. She feels a special call to reach out
to young mothers because she has “two grandchildren that were given up at birth.” She gives them options, lists of
agencies that can help and of course diapers and baby clothes. She enjoys helping the community at Birthright.
Sharon has helped with Bingo at Our Lady of Carter Lake Site for three years. Bingo is called there on the second
Saturday of the month, from 5:30-9:15pm. Last month they had 58 people attending, bringing in a profit from the game
and the raffle baskets. There is a pot that rises monthly until someone manages to blank out a Bingo card with the
current total of numbers called (that also goes up each month, until won.) Sharon suggested that our CDA Court might
“consider donating a raffle basket for this Corpus Christi Parish fundraiser.”

Sharon is currently serving as the Financial Secretary of our Court St. Anthony #330. She was asked to join our group
by Past Regent Angie Shea, when she was at St. Patrick’s and later at Our Lady of Carter Lake. She joined because she
“wanted to be a part of this largest group of Catholic women in America” and “wanted to do things for good with
women of the same background.” Sharon is also glad that we are “working and praying with The Blessed Virgin Mary.”
When Sharon was installed as a member, exactly a year ago, she also accepted an officer position. I believe I was the
one who BUGGED her about being an officer right away. She says she still likes me though! (Whew!) Thanks so much
for all you do for us Sharon, we appreciate you!

“Rejoice in hope, endure in affliction, persevere in prayer.” Romans 12:12
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COURT ACTIVITIES

WWW.CDA 330.ORG

We have had a busy few months and have had a lot of fun. Below are pictures from some of our events.
On October 21st – CDA Sunday – we
joined together as a court and
attended mass at Corpus Christi Parish
– Holy Family site. Our Chaplain, Fr
Tom offered the mass and the Knights
of Columbus joined us and provided an
honor guard.

On November 8th we had our annual Memorial Mass where we honor our
members who have passed away in the last year. Fr. Paul Monahan offered
the mass for us. This year we honored.
Elaine Nugent – Member since 10/11/1976 – Passed away 01/26/2018
Sue Meidlinger – Member since 04/08/2013 - Passed away 02/06/2018
Catie Thompson – Member since 10/10/1995 – Passed away 02/12/2018
Luana Paluka – Member since 10/11/1953– Passed away 10/23/2018
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On November 18th – We were invited to help out the Knights of Columbus at their 4th degree exemplification and entertain the
wives of the members there. We brought in Lisa Milbrath from Children’s Square, she spoke to the group about Children’s
Square and then we decorated pillow cases they use as prayer pillows for the kids there and donated them to Lisa. We also
played some B-I-N-G-O!!
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On December 6th we had our December meeting and Christmas Party. It was the first meeting at our new location of Corpus
Christi Parish – Holy Family Site. We had dinner and a meeting following by games, appetizers and an ornament exchange.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR COURT LEADERS

Dear Friends,
Merry Christmas!
The song of the Angels still rise again during this
Christmas season, " Glory to God in the highest
and peace to all people of good will". During the
past year you have been faithful to the Lord
engaging in regular prayer, Holy Masses, joyful
gatherings and acts of charity. Let us raise our
hearts in gratitude and admiration for the glory
and grace with which God has filled your hearts
and kept us closer to his Son, Emmanuel, God with
us. My love and appreciation for your loving
presence and caring witness. Christmas is a
wonderful time of the year as Christ is born again
into our hearts with renewed hope and
enthusiasm. Let us also remember all those who
are struggling to have a wonderful time with their
faith, family and life. Let us welcome Christ in
others with warm hearts and open hands. May his
strength and grace continue to fill all the days of
the New Year.

Merry Christmas everyone. I hope
that you all have a blessed Christmas
and can spend some quality time
with family and friends during this
season.

Remember there is no meeting in
January. I look forward to seeing you
all in February at our new location in
Council Bluffs.
Blessings to all

Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year!

In Unity and Charity

Fr. Tom

Julie Marlow

Court Chaplain

Court #330 Regent
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IOWA CDA
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53rd Biennial Iowa State Convention April 26-28, 2019
Have you ever been to a state convention, if not consider joining us in April. We have several rooms blocked for our court.
Rooms are $88/night and we will have at least 2 per room. The convention is at Arrowwood Resort and Conference Center in
Okoboji Iowa.
Let Julie know if you are interested in attending.

NATIONAL CDA
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Circle of Love
The first two spokes
Education
Each year the local courts may sponsor an education
contest with the winning entries being submitted onto
the state level. Those winning entries are then
submitted for the national contest. Competing
students may be Catholic or Non-Catholic. The
categories are Essay, Poetry, Art, Computer art, Music
or Photography. A different theme is used each year.
See the 2017 National Education Contest, Packet 2,
2017 for current theme and rules.

Mission: Catholic Daughters of the Americas strives to
embrace the principles of faith working through love
in the promotion of justice, equality and the
advancement of human rights and human dignity for
all.
Motto: Unity and Charity
Purpose: As the largest organization of Catholic
Women in the Americas and founded through the
Knights of Columbus Catholic men's organization, our
purpose is to participate in the religious, charitable
and educational Apostolates of the Church.

Youth
Tomorrow's promise lives in today's youth for they will
be the leaders, the citizens and the church of tomorrow.
In responding to their needs today, we shape a better
future for all. It is the mission of the Youth Program to
nurture personal and spiritual growth; to promote
service to others and to foster an awareness and
appreciation of diversity through a variety of suggested
activities and experiences.
The Catholic Daughters established the Junior Catholic
Daughter program in 1926. It is a program for Catholic
girls from 6 to 18 years of age. The goals and objectives
of the JCDA program are divided into a Threefold
Program of: Message; Service; and Community. For
information about the JCDA program, contact the
National Catholic Daughter office.
The Youth are an important part of our organization.
We as Catholic Daughters need to nourish the spirit of
the youth to ensure the continued growth of the
Catholic Church and our organization.

